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Due to the government shutdown, the USDA crop report 
has been postponed.

In the northern Panhandle, the area is virtually all 
planted, aside from 5 percent left for both the irrigated 
wheat and the wheat fields that were in need of 
replanting. The area received 0.2-0.3 inches of rain this 
past week. The soil moisture levels rated adequate. 
Producers said currently fields where spring row 
crops were harvested are now being planted with 
wheat. Other producers are not replanting because it 
is becoming too late and they do not want to disturb 
the soil or stands. In all, the amount of wheat acres is 
expected to stay the same. Producers are concerned 
about the cold temperatures that are happening. The 
temperatures are hitting freezing levels and producers 
worry about the amount of fall growth they will see. 

In the southern Panhandle, wheat planting is coming 
to a close. The area is 90-100 percent planted. Of the 
wheat planted, 60-80 percent has emerged. The area 
received 0-1.25 inches of moisture. The soil moisture 
levels rated adequate. Producers said new planting and 
reseeding resumed on Tuesday. Furthermore, producers 
are counting this as an unusual planting season due to 
all the moisture. In the past 40 days, some sections of 
the area have received 6-14 inches of moisture. This 
in turn has caused spring crops to still be in the fields 
and late planting of wheat. Some producers may not 
even plant wheat. The moisture has also caused some 
fields to be planted twice, and some of these fields still 
have no stands. Overall, there are a few less acres of 

wheat being planted. The producers whose wheat is 
demonstrating good stands are taking advantage of 
the moisture. The producers who have yet to plant are 
unsure of what to do next. The area is beginning to see 
cold temperatures hitting the freezing mark at night. 
These temperatures are assisting in drying the area, but 
slowing wheat growth. 

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, the area is 
90-100 percent planted. Of the wheat that is planted, 
90-100 percent has emerged. The area received 0.20-1 
inches of moisture this past week. The soil moisture 
levels rated adequate. Producers said that the wheat is 
off to a good start and are cautiously optimistic for the 
season. 

In the southwestern corner, the area is 95-98 percent 
planted. Of the wheat planted, 75-82 percent has 
emerged. The area received 0.4-3 inches of moisture 
this past week. The soil moisture levels rated short 
to adequate depending on the area. Producers said 
everything is looking better than it has the past few 
years. They also said, the stands are good and the area 
has just enough moisture to keep things going well, but 
more moisture is always welcome. 

In southeastern Nebraska, the area is 80 percent 
planted. Of the planted wheat, 50 percent has emerged. 
The area received 1.5 inches of rain this past week. 
The soil moisture levels rated adequate to surplus. 
Producers said planting is slightly behind schedule, but 
everything is going well.

Planted: 95%
Emerged: 90%
Moisture: 0.2-0.3 in

Planted: 90-100%
Emerged: 60-80%
Moisture: 0-1.25 in 

Planted: 90-100%
Emerged: 90-100%
Moisture: 0.2-1 in

Planted: 95-98
Emerged: 75-82%
Moisture: 0.4-3 in

Planted: 80%
Emerged: 50%
Moisture: 1.5 in



Nebraska Wheat Crop Report
Mollie Wilken, Intern

402-471-2358
wheat.intern@nebraska.gov

October 10, 2013

Due to the government shutdown, there is no USDA crop 
report this week. 

In the northern Panhandle, 5 inches of snow and 
rough winds accompanied by 1.1 inches of rain halted 
planting this past week. Producers resumed planting 
today and are expecting more moisture to come tonight 
and tomorrow. Even with the challenging weather, 
producers said the snow is nearly all melted and the 
wheat is looking strong. No wind damage was seen and 
overall things look favorable. Producers are 95 percent 
finished with planting. The wheat that is planted is 
80 percent emerged. The soil moisture levels rated 
adequate. Producers are hoping for a few warm days 
this month the keep the early wheat stages going strong.

In the southern Panhandle, 6-8 inches of snow and 
0.25-1.5 inches of moisture fell on the soil. No damage 
to wheat fields has been seen as a result of the storm. 
The area is 85 percent planted, and 50 percent of this 
planted wheat has emerged. The majority of snow 
has already melted. Producers are expecting more 
moisture in the coming days. Soil moisture conditions 
rated adequate. Producers said wheat planting this year 
has been a challenge due to weather, late planting and 
harvesting of fall crops. All these reason combine for the 
potential lack of replanting in the area. 

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, the area 
is 95-100 percent planted. Of the wheat that has been 
planted, 65-95 percent has started to emerge. The 
area received little to no moisture this past week, 
0-.15 inches. The soil moisture levels rated adequate. 
Producers said everything is off to a good start with 
good emergence and good stands. The area is expected 
to receive more moisture in the coming days. 

In the southwest corner, the area is 90-97 percent 
planted. The wheat planted is 60-65 percent emerged. 
The area received no moisture this past week. Soil 
moisture levels rated short. Producers said emergence 
is looking good, especially compared to last year. Rain 
is in the forecast for tonight. Producers said planting is 
good with the exception of limited moisture. 

Planted: 95%
Emerged: 80%
Moisture: 4-5 in snow; 
1.1 in rain

Planted: 85%
Emerged: 50%
Moisture: 6-8 in snow; 
0.25-1.5 in rain Planted: 95-100%

Emerged: 65-95%
Moisture: 0-0.15 in Planted: 90-97%

Emerged: 60-65%
Moisture: 1 inch
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Due to the government shutdown, there is no USDA crop 
report this week. 

In the northern Panhandle, producers said the area is 
95 percent planted and of that 80 percent of the wheat 
has emerged. The fields that required replanting, as a 
result of the excessive rains, are 95 percent replanted. 
The soil moisture levels rated adequate. Snow is in the 
future forecast for the Panhandle region. Producers are 
expecting 3-5 inches tomorrow accompanied by 40-50 
mile an hour winds.

In the southern Panhandle, producers are 70-80 percent 
finished with planting. The area received 0.5 inches 
of rain this past week, and the topsoil rated adequate, 
while the subsoil rated short. The acres requiring 
replanting are 10 percent complete. The producers are 
finishing up soybean harvest and will plant those fields 
to wheat in the coming weeks for a later crop. Producers 
are seeing more variability in crop progress than ever 
before, due in large part to weather changes. Sidney, NE 
received 8 inches of rain in the month of September. The 
area is experiencing cold temperatures and expecting 
snow tomorrow. 

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, producers 
are 80-100 percent completed with planting. Of 
the wheat that has been planted, 40-75 percent has 
emerged. The area received little moisture this past 
week, ranging from 0-0.6 inches. The soil moisture 
levels rated short to adequate.  Producers are happy 
with how planting has been going and feel the year is off 
to a good start.

The southwest corner of Nebraska is 60 percent 
completed with planting. The area received 1 inch of 
moisture this past week. The soil moisture levels rated 
adequate. Producers feel everything is going well and 
are excited for the growing season.

In southeastern Nebraska, producers said the area is 30 
percent planted and of that 25 percent of the wheat has 
emerged. The area received 2 inches of rain yesterday 
and the soil moisture levels rated adequate to surplus. 

Planted: 95%
Emerged: 80%
Moisture: 0 inches

Planted: 70-80%
Emerged: 50%
Moisture: 0.5 inches

Planted: 80-100%
Emerged: 40-75%
Moisture: 0-0.6 inches Planted: 60%

Emerged: 30%
Moisture: 1 inch

Planted: 30%
Emerged: 25%
Moisture: 2 inches
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According to the USDA’s crop progress report for 
the week ending September 22, 2013, warm, windy 
conditions prevailed with temperatures again averaging 
above normal. Rainfall was limited except for portions 
of southeastern Nebraska where an inch or more was 
recorded. Statewide, producers had 5.8 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Topsoil moisture supplies rated 22 percent 
very short, 39 percent short, 39 percent adequate, and 
0 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
31 percent very short, 42 percent short, 27 percent 
adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Winter wheat was 
49 percent seeded, ahead of 43 percent last year, but 
behind the 53 percent average. Wheat emerged was 12 
percent, ahead of the 4 percent last year, but behind the 
15 percent average.

In the northern Panhandle, a huge rainstorm rolled 
in Sunday evening causing accumulations of 1.5-5 
inches of rain in the area. Producers said 90 percent 
of the area has been planted and of that, 70 percent 

of the wheat has started to emerge. Due to the heavy 
rainfall, however, 10 percent of the wheat will have to 
be replanted in the coming days. The subsoil moisture 
rated short and the topsoil moisture rated adequate.

Opposite from last year’s dry planting conditions, in 
the last 10 days the southern Panhandle has received 
rainfall ranging from a minimum of 1.5 inches to 
10 inches, depending on the area. The area is 50-60 
percent planted, however, 10 percent of that will need 
to be replanted due to the heavy rains. Producers are 
seeing a variety of wheat growth stages, resulting from 
the weather and its effect on planting. In the area, 30 
percent of the wheat is emerged. The topsoil moisture 
rated adequate to surplus. The subsoil moisture rated 
short.  

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, producers 
said the area is 75-85 percent planted, and of that, 10-
15 percent of the wheat has emerged. The area received 
no moisture this past week. Subsoil moisture levels 
rated short and topsoil moisture levels rated adequate.

In the southwest corner, the area is 30 percent planted 
and 5 percent of the wheat has emerged. Producers 
said no moisture was recorded this past week and soil 
moisture levels rated short.

In southeast Nebraska, 10 percent of the area has been 
planted. No moisture was recorded this past week and 
soil conditions rated adequate. More producers plan to 
begin drilling in one week. 
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According to the USDA’s weekly crop progress report, 
for the week ending September 15, 2013, temperatures 
for the fourth week in row averaged above normal. 
Rainfall across southern Nebraska was expected to 
boost germination prospects for fall planted winter 
wheat, but came too late to impact western dryland 
crops. Statewide, producers had 5.5 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Topsoil moisture supplies rated 20 percent 
very short, 40 percent short, 40 percent adequate, and 
0 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies rated 
29 percent very short, 43 percent short, 28 percent 
adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Winter wheat was 
22 percent planted, near the 19 percent last year, but 
behind the 30 percent average. 

In the northern Panhandle, dryland wheat in the area is 
80 percent planted and irrigated is 50 percent planted. 
Producers said the area received traces of rain this past 
week, but not enough to halt planting. The moisture 
conditions rated short to adequate depending on the 
area. 

In the southern Panhandle, 10-30 percent of the area 
has been planted. Areas accumulated 1-4 inches of 
precipitation in the past 7-10 days. Producers are 
excited about the precipitation, but it is causing 
planting to pause for a few days at a time. Producers 
are optimistic for the future crop and are seeing a 
potential increase in acres planted this season. 

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, 5-30 
percent of the area has been planted. The area received 
scattered precipitation ranging from 0.2-1.5 inches 
over the course of three rains in some areas. The soil 
moisture levels rated short-adequate. The producers 
are seeing a similar amount of wheat acres being 
planted compared to last year, and some areas are 
seeing less.

In southwest Nebraska, 3-5 percent of the area 
has been planted. The area has received traces of 
precipitation this past week, the most being 1 inch. 
Producers said the soil moisture levels rated short, and 
they are very hopeful for this coming crop season. 

Southeast Nebraska will begin planting once the entire 
soybean crop has been harvested. The moisture levels 
rated adequate. 
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According to the USDA’s crop progress report for the 
week ending September 8, 2013, temperatures, for the third 
week in a row, were well above normal. Limited rainfall 
did occur over areas of central and Panhandle counties. 
But most growing areas remained dry with non-irrigated 
fields quickly maturing. Statewide, producers had 6.8 days 
suitable for field work. Topsoil moisture supplies rated 25 
percent very short, 44 percent short, 31 percent adequate, 
and 0 percent surplus. Sub soil moisture supplies rated 31 
percent very short, 43 percent short, 25 percent adequate, 
and 0 percent surplus. Winter wheat was 6 percent planted, 
near the 7 percent planted last year, but behind the 13 
percent average. 

In the northern Panhandle, soil moisture conditions rated 
adequate on average, but certain areas are short to very 
short. Earlier this week, the area received 0.20 inches of 
rain. Also, the area is 30 percent drilled and the early wheat 
is beginning to emerge.  

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, soil moisture 
conditions ranged from short to adequate. No moisture was 
received this past week. Some producers said they will 
begin drilling within the next week and select producers 
have already started with around 10 percent of the area 
drilled. Also, producers predict the same amount of acres 
will be planted this coming year. 

In the southwest corner, soil moisture conditions ranged 
from very short to adequate. During the past week, the area 
received 0.5-3 inches of rain depending on the location. 
Producers said they will begin drilling once the fields have 
dried and other producers will not be starting for another 
7-10 days. 

In southeastern Nebraska, soil moisture conditions rated 
adequate. The area received 1.35 inches of rain this past 
week. Producers said they will begin drilling in a few 
weeks after beans are harvested. 
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According to the USDA’s crop progress report for the week 
ending August 4, 2013, a large portion of the state received an 
inch or more of precipitation which was accompanied by below 
normal temperatures. Portions of the extreme southeast saw 3 
or more inches while southern Panhandle counties were mostly 
dry. Wheat harvest was winding down with most fields left to cut 
located in the northern Panhandle counties. Statewide, producers 
had 4.7 days suitable for field work. Topsoil moisture supplies 
rated 15 percent very short, 34 percent short, 49 percent adequate, 
and 2 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies rated 27 percent 
very short, 43 percent short, 30 percent adequate, and 0 percent 
surplus. Wheat harvested was 93 percent, behind the 100 percent 
last year and the 97 percent average. 

The northern Panhandle is nearing the end of harvest. Producers 
said the area is 95 percent harvested. The past few days has 
caused trouble for producers with damp and cloudy weather. 
Some areas received over 1 inch of rain accompanied by slight 
hail. Producers hope to finish harvest by the end of the week. 
The average dryland yields ranged 0-70 bushels per acre and 
the average irrigated yield ranged 70-130 bushels per acre.  The 
protein levels averaged 11.5-14 percent, the moisture levels 
averaged 11-13 percent, and the test weights averaged 58-60 
pounds.

In the southern Panhandle, producers are 95 percent completed 
with harvest. Producers said the past week they have encountered 
damp, wet, and cloudy weather conditions causing harvest to be 
slower than they desired. The rain fall ranged from 0.25-1.30 
inches depending on the area. The average dryland yields ranged 
0-65 bushels per acre and the average irrigated yields averaged 
65-115 bushels per acre. The protein levels averaged 11-14 
percent, the moisture levels averaged 10-15 percent, and the test 
weights averaged 58-63 pounds. Producers also said the local 
elevator received about half of the normal crop this year. 

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, Producers are on the 
edge of finishing harvest with 99 percent of the area completed. 
Producers said harvest conditions have been dry and good and 
they are hoping to finish up harvest by the end of the week. The 
area did receive 0.5 inches of rain this past evening, which will 
halt harvest for the day. The average dryland yields averaged 30 
bushels per acre, the protein levels averaged 11-12 percent, the 
moisture levels averaged 11 percent, and test weights averaged 
58-61 pounds. 

In the southwest and southeast corners of Nebraska, producers 
are 100 percent completed with harvest. Producers are going to 
be attending certified seed days purchasing seed, and cleaning 
equipment in the coming weeks to prepare for the upcoming 
planting season. 

Harvested: 95%
Yields: 0-70 dryland; 70-
130 irrigated 
Protein: 11.5-14%
Moisture: 11-13%
TW: 58-60 lbs

Harvested:95%
Yields: 0-65 dryland; 65-
115 irrigated
Protein: 11-14%
Moisture: 10-15%
TW: 58-63 lbs 

Harvested: 99%
Yields: 30 dryland; 
40-45 irrigated
Protein: 11-12%
Moisture: 11%
TW: 58-61 lbs

Harvested:100% Harvested: 100%
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According to the USDA’s crop progress report for the week 
ending July 21, 2013, another week of limited precipitation 
and seasonably hot temperatures stressed dryland crops with 
irrigation active state statewide. Pockets of rain did occur early 
and late in the week, but no general rainfall was received as 
crops neared peak moisture demands. Wheat harvest continued 
in the west and advanced northward, but progress was limited 
in the Panhandle counties due to high grain moisture levels. 
Statewide, producers had 6.6 days suitable for fieldwork. Topsoil 
moisture supplies declined and rated 26 percent very short, 44 
percent short, 30 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Subsoil 
moisture supplies also declined and rated 35 percent very short, 
40 percent short, 25 percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. 
Wheat conditions rated 25 percent very poor, 25 percent poor, 
33 percent fair, 16 percent good, and 1 percent excellent. Wheat 
ripe was 84 percent, behind the 100 percent last year and the 90 
percent average. Fifty-two percent of the crop was harvested, 
well behind the 99 percent last year and the 68 percent average. 

The northern Panhandle suffered from extensive sawfly damage 
this past week, according to producers. Wheat stem sawflies are 
a pest that affect the strength and stability of wheat stems. After 
a thunderstorm and high winds rolled through this past weekend, 
the wheat with sawflies lodged, causing yields to decrease 20-50 
percent. Producers said 70 percent of the dryland wheat and 25 
percent of the irrigated wheat has been harvested. The yields 
averaged 0-60 bushels per acre depending on the area and the 
sawfly damage. The protein levels averaged 11-16 percent, 
moisture levels averaged 9-13 percent, and the test weights 
averaged 58-65 pounds.

In the southern Panhandle, wheat harvest is 40-80 percent 
completed depending on the area. Producers have been battling 
weeds, sawfly damage, and hail damage. The  yield averaged 
15-50 bushels per acre. Producers said that those who chose to 
maintain and continue their fertilizer program through the fall and 
spring, and had decent growing conditions saw yields average 35-
50 bushels per acre. The protein levels averaged 11-14 percent; 
moisture levels averaged 11-16 percent, depending on the weeds 
and green wheat in the field. The test weights averaged 59-62 
pounds.

In the northern part of southwest Nebraska, the wheat harvest is 
nearing completion. Producers said the area is 80-100 percent 
complete. The dryland yields averaged 25-37 bushels per acre, 
protein levels averaged12-16 percent, moisture levels averaged 
9-13 percent, and test weights averaged 55-61 pounds for dryland 
wheat. Irrigated wheat yields averaged 60-70 bushels per acre, 
and test weights averaged 60-70 pounds.

The southwest corner of Nebraska is on the edge of being 
completely finished with harvest, 98-100 percent complete. 
Producers said the dryland wheat averaged 0-35  bushels per 
acre, and irrigated wheat yields averaged 40-77 bushels per acre. 
The protein levels averaged 12.5-14.5 percent, moisture levels 
averaged 8-11 percent, and test weights averaged 55-60 pounds 
for dryland wheat, and 57-62 pounds for irrigated wheat. 

In southeastern Nebraska, harvest is completed and farmers are 
cleaning harvest equipment and looking forward to planting 
preparations.

Harvested: 70% 
dryland; 25% irrigated
Yields: 0-60 
Protein: 11-16%
Moisture: 9-13%
TW: 58-65 lbs

Harvested: 40-80%
Yields: 15-50
Protein: 11-14%
Moisture: 11-16%
TW: 59-62 lbs 

Harvested: 80-100%
Yields: 25-37 dryland; 
60-70 irrigated
Protein: 12-16%
Moisture: 9-13%
TW: 55-61 lbs 
dryland; 60-70 lbs 
irrigated

Harvested: 98-100%
Yields:0-35 dryland, 40-77 
irrigated
Protein: 12.5-14.5%
Moisture:8-11%
TW: 55-60 lbs dryland; 57-
62 lbs irrigated

Harvested: 100%
Yields: 50-65
Moisture: 11%
TW:59-61 lbs
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According to the USDA’s crop progress report for the week 
ending July 14, 2013, dryland crop conditions declined 
due to above normal temperatures and limited rainfall. 
Temperatures averaged 4 degrees above normal with 
irrigation in full swing. Wheat harvest was complete in the 
southeastern areas and was expected to gain momentum 
in the Panhandle counties in the coming days. Statewide 
producers had 6.4 days suitable for field work. Topsoil 
moisture supplies also declined and rated 17 percent very 
short, 45 percent short, 38 percent adequate, and 0 percent 
surplus. Subsoil moisture supplies also declined and 
rated 28 percent very short, 41 percent short, 31 percent 
adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Wheat conditions rated 
23 percent very poor, 24 percent poor, 33 percent fair, 18 
percent good, and 2 percent excellent. Wheat turning color 
was 99 percent, behind the 100 percent last year but equal 
to the 99 percent average. Wheat rip was 57 percent, well 
behind the 100 percent last year and the 71 percent average. 
Twenty-nine percent of the crop was harvested, well behind 
the 96 percent last year and the 42 percent average. 

The northern Panhandle is just on the edge of harvest, with 
some producers hoping to start today. Over the weekend, 
the area received limited moisture and the weather 
conditions have been damp and humid. Producers said they 
are hoping for dry weather to come so harvest can begin. 

In the southern Panhandle, wheat harvest is 5-10% 
complete; rain caused harvest to halt this past weekend. 
Producers said the dryland yields averaged 20-45 bushels 
per acre, moisture levels averaged 11-16 percent, protein 
levels averaged 11-16 percent, and test weights averaged 
58-62 pounds. Producers said some fields still show green 
heads causing a delay in harvest as well. 

Producers in the northern part of southwest Nebraska 
are 50-60 percent finished with harvest. Producers said 
the dryland yields averaged 25-40 bushels per acre, 
protein levels averaged 13-16 percent, moisture levels 
averaged 9-15 percent, and test weights averaged 55-62 
pounds. After receiving 1.75 inches of rain this past week, 
producers are waiting for the area to dry before continuing 
harvest, hopefully today. 

The southwest corner of Nebraska is nearing on the 
completion of harvest. The area is 90 percent complete. 
Producers said the dryland yields ranged from 0-25 with 
most producers seeing an average of 15 bushels per acre. 
The irrigated wheat yields averaged 33-77 bushels per 
acre. The moisture levels averaged 9-10 percent and test 
weights averaged 54-55 on dryland and 61-62 on irrigated. 

In the southeast corner, wheat harvest is 100 percent 
complete. Producers and grain elevator representatives said 
the yields averaged 50-65 bushels per acre, moisture levels 
averaged 11 percent, and test weights averaged 59-61 
pounds. 

Harvest not started

Harvested: 5-10%
Yields: 20-45
Protein: 11-16%
Moisture: 11-16%
TW: 58-62 lbs 

Harvested: 50-60%
Yields: 25-40
Protein: 13-16%
Moisture: 9-15%
TW: 55-62 lbs

Harvested: 90%
Yields:15 dryland, 33-77 
irrigated
Moisture:9-10%
TW: 54-62 lbs

Harvested: 100%
Yields: 50-65
Moisture: 11%
TW:59-61 lbs



Nebraska Wheat Crop Report
Mollie Wilken, Intern

402-471-2358
wheat.intern@nebraska.gov

July 10, 2013

According to the USDA’s crop progress report for the week 
ending July 8, 2013, clear skies and sunshine boosted row 
crop development and allowed wheat harvest to progress 
uninterrupted in the southern counties. Much of the state 
saw little or no rainfall with topsoil moisture supplies 
declining as seasonally hot temperatures returned later in 
the week. Statewide, producers had 6.8 days suitable for 
fieldwork. Topsoil moisture supplies rated 14 percent very 
short, 39 percent short, 46 percent adequate, and 1 percent 
surplus, well above the previous year. Subsoil moisture 
supplies rated 25 percent very short, 35 percent short, 40 
percent adequate, and 0 percent surplus. Wheat conditions 
rated 24 percent very poor, 26 percent poor, 31 percent fair, 
18 percent good, and 1 percent excellent. Wheat turning 
color was 92 percent, behind the 100 percent last year but 
near the 95 percent average. Wheat that was ripe was 30 
percent, well behind the 97 percent last year and the 48 
percent average. Twelve percent of the crop was harvested, 
well behind the 90 percent last year and the 27 percent 
average.  

The northern Panhandle has not begun harvest yet. 
Producers said some plan to begin harvesting later this 
week, and others will not start for another week. Almost 
100 percent of the wheat has turned. The non-uniform 
stands are causing the producers to hold off on harvest, but 
the green wheat is still believed to have good potential. 
Producers said there has been evidence of wheat harvested 
for hay within the last week for the use of forage instead of 
grain. 

The southern Panhandle experienced spotty showers and 
hail within the last 12 hours causing harvest to hold off 
for the day. Wheat harvest is just commencing in the area, 
around 3 percent has been harvested, other data is not yet 
available. More producers plan to begin harvest within the 
next 3-10 days. 

Harvest is underway in the northern part of southwest 
Nebraska. Producers said dryland yields averaged 20-30 
bushels per acre, moisture levels averaged 10-12 percent, 
protein levels were above average at 14-19 percent, and 
test weights were around 58-60 pounds. Around 20 percent 
of the area has been harvested. Other producers in the area 
who have yet to begin harvest plan to start within the next 
3-5 days. 

Harvest in the southwest corner of Nebraska is in full 
swing. Producers and area grain elevator representatives 
said dryland yields averaged 15-40 bushels per acre, 
depending upon the growing conditions within the area. 
The moisture levels averaged 10-12 percent, protein levels 
averaged 13-16 percent, and test weights averaged 57-65 
pounds. Producers said around 50 percent of the area has 
been harvested. 

In the southeast corner, the smallest of Nebraska’s wheat 
producing regions, producers and area grain elevator 
representatives report 80-95 percent of the area has been 
harvested. The wheat yields averaged 50-70 bushels per 
acre, the moisture levels averaged 10.5-12 percent, and the 
test weights averaged 59-61 pounds. 

Harvest not started

Harvested: 3%
Data not available

Harvested: 20%
Yields: 20-30
Protein: 14-19%
Moisture: 10-12%
TW: 58-60 lbs

Harvested: 50%
Yields:15-40
Protein:13-16%
Moisture:10-12%
TW: 57-65 lbs

Harvested: 80-95%
Yields: 50-70
Moisture: 10.5-12%
TW:59-61 lbs
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According to the USDA’s crop report for the week ending 
July 1, 2013, the above normal temperatures combined with 
limited rainfall across the western two-thirds of Nebraska 
caused stress on spring planted crops and limited pasture 
growth. Rainfall amounts of up to an inch were common 
across much of the eastern third of the state. A few southern 
wheat fields were cut at the week’s end with harvest 
expected to gain momentum in the southern counties in 
the coming days. The start of the Panhandle wheat harvest 
was still at least two weeks away. Statewide, producers had 
5.9 days suitable for field work. Topsoil moisture supplies 
rated 9 percent very short, 32 percent short, 58 percent 
adequate, and 1 percent surplus, well above the previous 
year’s supply. Subsoil moisture supplies rated 23 percent 
very short, 35 percent short, 42 percent adequate, and 0 
percent surplus. Wheat conditions rated 24 percent very 
poor, 26 percent poor, 33 percent fair, 16 percent good, and 
1 percent excellent. Wheat turning color was 75 percent, 
behind the 100 percent last year and the 82 percent average. 
Wheat ripe was 11 percent, well behind the 85 percent last 
year and the 28 percent average. 

The northern Panhandle has been experiencing cooler 
temperatures this past week, causing uneven growth in 
wheat fields. Producers said some producers who have 
decided not to take their wheat to harvest are haying the 
field for cattle feed. The wheat is currently in the milk to 
soft dough stage, and producers expect harvest to begin 
around July 15th. The wheat conditions rated fair. Some 
stripe rust and tan spot has been seen in select fields. 

Producers in the southern Panhandle experienced cooler 
temperatures as well and are seeing the same uneven 
turning throughout the wheat fields. The wheat farther east  

is just beginning to turn; fields on the Wyoming line have 
not begun turning yet. Producers expect harvest to begin 
between July 10 and 15. On average wheat conditions rated 
fair. 

The northern part of southwest Nebraska has just begun 
harvest. Producers said less than 10 percent of the area has 
been harvested, but they expect more to begin within the 
next week or two. The reports for average yield, moisture 
levels, and test weights are not yet available. The crop 
conditions rated poor to fair. The area is experiencing mild 
temperatures around the mid-80s. Some fields that are still 
in the turning stages have seen slight Fusarium head blight. 

The southwestern corner of Nebraska is seeing wheat 
harvest as well. Producers said 10 percent of the area has 
been harvested. The average yield is 10-25 bushels per 
acre. The moisture levels average 10 percent. The test 
weights average 55 pounds per bushel. 

In the southeast corner of Nebraska, harvest has also just 
begun. The reports for average yield, moisture levels, and 
test weights are not yet available. 


