
Check-off Change Coming
Producers are reminded that the Nebraska wheat check-off 
rate will change on October 1. The rate will switch from the 
flat $0.0125 per bushel to 0.4% of the net value of wheat. It 
can be calculated using the following formula:

0.004 x wheat price* x total bushels sold = check-off collection

*Wheat price includes premiums or discounts affecting 
wheat quality. A detailed explanation of how the new check-
off will work can be found at www.nebraskawheat.com.
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In this issue...
Thank you for your continued positive 
response to Newswheat – a quarterly 
newsletter for and about the Nebraska 
wheat producer. As  a current member of 
the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 
(NWGA) you are receiving this issue, and 
all current members will continue to 
receive upcoming issues. A membership 
renewal form can be found in the back of 
the newsletter.

If you would prefer to receive an 
electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
send an e-mail with your request to 
newheatgrowers@gmail.com.  Topic 
suggestions and comments are also 
welcome.

In this edition you will find articles relating 
to the association including the farm bill, 
new check-off, national wheat issues and 
trade show updates. 

Calls to action and items regarding federal 
budget cuts and Farm Bill discussions 
have been sent directly to members  
who have submitted e-mail addresses.   
These updates allow members to take 
timely action by contacting state and/or 
national elected officials. Make sure you 
have shared your e-mail address with us 
so you can be included in these updates.

       

You can also follow NWGA activities on 
Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/
NebraskaWheat) and Twitter (http://
www.twitter.com/#!/NebraskaWheat) 
which you can connect to via the 
Nebraska Wheat website at http://www.
nebraskawheat.com. 

Drought caused issues for 
farmers and ranchers 

across the state throughout the 
summer. Wheat yields and test 
weights were down in some areas 
throughout harvest.

Now, wheat planting is well 
underway with 47 percent of 

the state seeded according to the 
USDA’s September 24 report. 

Limited rainfall occurred in 
select parts of the state, mostly 

along border counties, causing 
concern for producers planting 
in extremely dry conditions.

Temperatures maintained 
mostly normal averages in 

the western part of the state, but 
Central Nebraska and Eastern 

Nebraska experienced below 
normal temperatures. Some 
parts of the state experienced 
their first frost of the season 
while others came close with 
lows in the mid 30s.

As the season progresses, 
farmers will continue to 

watch the emergence rates 
of wheat versus the time of 
dormancy. Currently winter 
wheat emerged is at 5 percent, 
well behind last year’s 19 percent 
and the 21 percent average. 

Many producers are hoping for 
a hard winter to accumulate 

much needed moisture going in 
to spring. 

Wheat Crop Status
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Many of you have already started planting, and I’m sure have concerns about where our industry is heading. We’re 
coming off one of the worst droughts in recent history, and the worst of my lifetime. We have no farm bill and it’s tough 
to predict how and when we’ll get one. While I can’t make it rain, I can and will continue to work with NWGA to push for 
a farm bill when Congress returns to Washington DC. 

I had the privilege of visiting with many farmers and consumers during the Chase County Fair and the Nebraska State 
Fair. It’s clear there’s a growing divide between farmers and consumers, and many children and adults have little or no 
idea where there food comes from. It’s our job as farmers to start speaking up about what we do and why. NWGA is 
trying to do this with our Mobile Baking Lab. I encourage those of you who are interested, to get in touch with our office 
and ask about how to get involved with the Mobile Baking Lab. 

I am committed to helping NWGA continue to promote wheat and you all as wheat farmers. I’d be happy to visit with any of you who have 
questions, concerns or thoughts about wheat planting, our industry or NWGA. Feel free to contact me at any time at jdchristensen@atcjet.
net.                           Dayton Christensen

It’s fall time and many are contemplating whether to drill wheat, fertilize and many other decisions. I ask producers to 
remember what it takes to raise a good crop and set yourself up to be successful, and not plan on crop failure.

We have been busy placing numerous calls to Washington DC urging a farm bill to pass ASAP and ask that you do the 
same. The farm bill doesn’t just help farmers and ranchers, but affects everyone. So please, contact all of the Nebraska 
Representatives and ask for a Farm Bill Now. 

                         
                   Shawn Sullivan

How’s the drilling going? Getting the seed down to moisture? Are you going to get a good stand? These are questions I 
have been frequently asked lately, and I hate to answer. This year has presented itself to be one of the most challenging 
in many, and I hope in many more to come, in fact, I hope my great-grandchildren get sick of hearing the story of “how 
dry it was in ‘12.”  Let’s be optimistic, we can contract new crop wheat near $8.00, and we did enjoy a bountiful harvest 
this summer.

I enjoyed visiting with many at the Chase county Fair and State Fair. It was interesting to visit with those who knew little 
about wheat and what products they use every day that contain wheat. There can be a lot of education as to how the 
wheat industry affects each person. Even in an agricultural state such as Nebraska, many youngsters have never seen 
a wheat field or could identify the plants that look like grass. It was also a great opportunity to educate consumers of 

our product and dispel myths about wheat and how it may not be healthy.

I hope these next few weeks bring significant moisture to your operation and see things going smoothly. Feel free to contact me if any 
questions or concerns may arise at randonpeters@gmail.com. 

                        Randon Peters



FARM BILL NOW
House of Representatives
District 1 -  Lee Terry
  DC Office:  (202) 225-4155
  Omaha:  (402) 397-9944
District 2 -  Jeff Fortenberry
  DC Office: (202) 225-4806
  Lincoln:  (402) 438-1598
  Norfolk:  (402) 379-2064
  Fremont:  (402) 727-0888 
District 3 -  Adrian Smith
  DC Office: (202) 225-6435
  Grand Island:  (308) 384-3900

Senate
Mike Johanns
  DC Office:  (202) 224-4224
  Lincoln:  (402) 476-1400
  Scottsbluff:  (308) 632-6032

Ben Nelson
  DC Office:  (202) 224-6551
  Lincoln:  (402) 441-4600
  Scottsbluff:  (308) 631-7614
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Congress returned home to campaign without passing 
or renewing a farm bill. When the leaders return in 
November, the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 
(NWGA) and the National Association of Wheat Growers 
(NAWG) will continue to put pressure on Congress to 
address this important issue. Below is a statement from 
NAWG President Erik Younggren on Congress’ recess 
without a farm bill, and an update on the actions NWGA, 
the Nebraska Wheat Board and NAWG have taken to 
participate in the “Farm Bill Now” coalition.

NAWG Update — “Congress has now left Washington 
with no new farm bill passed and no clear path for how 
one will get passed in the near future.”

“As a farmer who grew up on the land I still farm, and as 
the leader of a national organization made up of men 
and women whose families are dedicated to their farm 
businesses, this development is both surreal and deeply 
unsettling.”

“Members of Congress are now fanning out across 
our nation to ask for our support in their efforts to 
get their jobs back. Regardless of party or position, 
we strongly encourage farmers to ask their legislators 
for an explanation of why they have failed to pass this 
fundamental legislation despite ample time and the 
worst drought conditions in our lifetimes.”

“We thank our agriculture leaders - Chairwoman 
Stabenow, Ranking Member Roberts, Chairman Lucas 
and Ranking Member Peterson, - and many other faithful Members who have worked hard to push the farm bill 
forward.”

“We can only hope that House leaders have the will to bring forward the five-year reauthorization of the farm bill 
as the first item of business when they return in November and get done what should have been done long ago.”

Farm Bill Now Coalition
NWGA and NWB both signed on to a letter asking Congress to complete a Farm Bill before the current bill expires 
at the end of September. NWGA, NWB and several other commodity organizations also promoted “Farm Bill Now” 
at Husker Harvest Days, asking participants to sign large banners that will be sent to the House of Representatives.

“It’s a coalition of many different ag groups. We’ve set aside the desires of individual commodities to unite before 
Congress and say we need a farm bill,” said Dayton Christensen, president of NWGA.

NAWG participated in a large rally promoting Farm Bill Now in Washington DC. No representatives of NWGA 
attended as they were working on Farm Bill Now at Husker Harvest Days. The following is an update from NAWG 
on the rally. ...continued on page 12



Nebraska Wheat at the State Fair
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For the fourth consecutive year, NWGA and NWB 
teamed up at the Nebraska State Fair to host the 
World of Wheat, a 1,500 square foot interactive 
display about wheat production and nutrition. 

Some parts of the display were similar to previous 
years, but some new additions were included as well. 
The miniature wheat field of green and ripened wheat 
remained. However, a research station including a 
seed sorting demonstration was added. Also new 
was a table threshing machine, donated by National 
Manufacturing of Lincoln. Participants could also mill 
wheat with the hand mill before enjoying samples 
of fresh baked cinnamon rolls, bread and cookies. 
A playbin full of wheat and a theater section with 
educational videos completed the display.

“We want people to walk through this display and 
see the entire scope of wheat production from the 
scientists and farmers to the millers and bakers,” said 
Royce Schaneman, executive director of NWB.

In addition to NWB and NWGA staff, 21 farmer, baker 
and consumer volunteers helped work the fair.

“It’s important for us as farmers to explain what we 
do and to establish the connection between flour, 
wheat and food,” said Dayton Christensen, NWGA 
president.  “The Baking Lab allows us to do that by 
giving people a tangible wheat food product to hold 
and eat while we tell our story.”

Those wanting to help NWGA with the Mobile Baking 
Lab during promotional events can contact the office 
at (402) 471-2358 or by e-mail at 
newheatgrowers@gmail.com for a list of upcoming 
events and how to get involved. 

Volunteers are provided with lodging, mileage and a 
per diem for participation. 

Visitors to the fair enjoy fresh baked wheat foods at the Mobile 
Baking Lab. Nebraska Wheat served more than 36,000 samples 
at this year’s fair. 

Dan Hughes, Kristi Block and Diane Larson pause from baking 
and serving cinnamon rolls at the state fair. 

Fun Fair Facts
• Nebraska Wheat served 36,000 samples
• 1 batch of dough uses 12 lbs. of flour
• It takes 45 minutes to make 1 batch of rolls
• 150 lbs. of HRW was used in the playbin
• Visitors milled 35 lbs. of wheat
• The seed sorter sorted 53 canisters of M&Ms
• UNL raised 100 pots of wheat for the fair
• Volunteers worked a combined 664 hours



University of Nebraska High Plains Ag Lab Building Fund Drive

The High Plains Ag Lab (HPAL) is located six miles 
northwest of Sidney, Nebraska.  Located on 2,400 
acres, HPAL conducts valuable crop research and 
cattle grazing studies.  University of Nebraska 
researchers located at the Panhandle Research and 
Extension Center in Scottsbluff oversee the research 
at the HPAL.

The current HPAL office was previously a military 
building constructed more than 60 years ago and 
never designed as a research and education facility.  
It is time for this aging and inadequate laboratory 
and seed management facility to be replaced and 
updated.

A new facility that can manage large forage samples 
will allow HPAL to perform more integrated crop/
livestock work in the coming years in addition to its 
current research with testing new wheat varieties 
for adaption to the region, management of wheat 
curl mite/wheat streak mosaic virus, alternative crop 
development and Biodiesel crop studies.  It will also 

help in recruiting top talent to work and conduct 
research at the HPAL.

We are in the final stages of fund raising for this 
project and with your help we can meet our goal.

All gifts to the University of Nebraska Foundation are 
tax deductible and may be outright gifts, pledges 
over a three year period, or sale of grain at time of 
harvest.

For further information or to make a donation to 
this project contact:
Barb Schlothauer
Director of Development, Panhandle    
bschlothauer@nufoundation.org   
308-632-1207

Ann Bruntz
Senior Development Director     
abruntz@nufoundation.org    
402-458-1176
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 Real-Time Harvest Data 
 Make Better Marketing Decisions 
 Get A Sense of Market Direction 
 Exclusively for MachineryLink  
      Customers 
 Included with Combine Rental 
 

Learn more today –  
Duane Kriegshauser – 785-443-2967 
dkriegshauser@machinerylink.com 

2401 West 20th Street 525 Parkland Drive 1000 East Valley Road 
Scottsbluff, NE Sidney, NE Torrington, WY 
308-635-3727 308-254-2270 307-532-2755 
888-322-7344 888-227-3440 888-922-7344 

Visit our website at www.horizonwestinc.com 

HorizonWest Inc. 
Where The Customer Is #1! 

 

Visit Our Indoor Demo Cab 
• Side by side monitor demonstration for easy comparison 
• New EZ-Pilot steering system demo 
• Mounted observation system for blind spot viewing 



The Wheat Stem Sawfly
Article by Jeff Bradshaw, Extension Entomologist

Nebraska wheat can suffer damage from numerous 
arthropods; wheat curl mites, cereal aphids, hessian 
flies, chinch bugs, cutworms, and grasshoppers. 
Survival for many of these arthropods is impacted 
through cultural management practices, such as, 
tillage or alteration of planting or harvest dates. 
The Wheat stem sawfly is one insect in which 
cultural management has been our only available 
tool for years. Research is underway to try to better 
understand its distribution (as well as it’s biological 
control agents) in Nebraska.

Biology and impact
The wheat stem sawfly, Cephus cinctus (Fig. 1a, page 
6), has increased in numbers dramatically in the 
last couple years. This insect has long been a pest 
of spring wheat in North Dakota and Montana and 
overall has cost US wheat growers millions of dollars 
in the western growing region. It is thought to be 
native to North America and was first documented 
infesting spring wheat in Canada’s Prairie Provinces 
in the 1890s. Around 1910, this insect was the 
cause of major infestations in Montana and North 
Dakota. Until recently, this insect has not been a 
severe problem in winter wheat because the earlier-
maturing wheat was not attractive for egg laying and 
the sawfly larvae could not complete development. 
Almost no spring wheat is grown in Nebraska; 
therefore, it hasn’t been until the 1990’s (once the 
change in this insect’s biology was noticed) that this 
insect has posed a threat to winter wheat production 
in western Nebraska. 

Importantly, it isn’t just the change in the insect’s 
biology that has contributed to its damaging 
presence in winter wheat. Wheat management 
practices that result in increased crop residue 
and continuous cropping of wheat have likely 
contributed to the spread and persistence of this 
insect. There are certainly worthy reasons to consider 
leaving crop residue behind, particularly with in our 
dry land systems; however, increased abundance 
of wheat stem sawfly can result. Finally, droughty 
weather can also encourage large populations of 
the wheat stem sawfly. All of these factors add up 

to a concern regarding damage to wheat from this 
insect in Nebraska. There has been evidence of 
wheat damage in Banner, Box Butte, and Scotts Bluff 
Counties with estimated losses as much as 20-80% 
in some fields in the panhandle. Beginning in 2011, 
numerous fields in eastern Colorado were reported 
with high wheat stem sawfly infestation. 

Damage from this insect is most distinct at the end of 
the growing season, once the larvae, feeding in the 
stem, cut the stem and cause the wheat to lodge (Fig 
2, page 6). The larvae then overwinter and pupate 
in the remaining stubble. Although some hard-
stemmed varieties of wheat are resistant to attack 
from this insect, these same varieties typically have 
lower yield. Additionally, none of the hard-stemmed 
varieties are Clearfield wheats; therefore, weed 
management would be more challenging. 

Pest status
In 2011 we began a regional survey to document 
the management and environmental variables that 
may be contributing to the spread of this sawfly. 
With the cooperation of twenty- two growers, thirty-
one fields were sampled by collaborating Extension 
Educators and crop consultants. We sampled an 
area from eastern Wyoming throughout the western 
half of Nebraska. Large tubes were distributed to 
each cooperator for the collection of wheat samples 
(postage included for their return), along with 
data and field information sheets and materials for 
subsequent post-harvest stem counts. Currently 
there are 31 emergence traps (mailing tubes) in the 
Entomology lab at the Panhandle Center. They will be 
evaluated for sawfly numbers and for the emergence 
of their parasitoids. A similar survey was conducted in 
2012; however, the data are still being collected.

To survey for sawfly damage, fields were sampled 
along the east edge of wheat fields. Five, random 1-ft2 
counts of sawfly-cut tillers were taken. From the 2011 
survey, we found an average of 0 to 85% tiller loss 
due to wheat stem sawfly (Fig 3, page 6). Evidence of 
sawfly-cut tillers were found throughout the winter 
wheat production area. As far East as Franklin County, 
NE fields with 2% sawfly-cut tillers were documented. 

...continued on page 6
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The world’s most reliable choice. 

A growing amount of the wheat you grow is exported every year, and 
that makes a huge difference in farm gate prices. In fact for every $1 you 
contribute to export market development through your state checkoff 
program, you get back $23 in net revenue. U.S. Wheat Associates 
wants you to understand how we work with state commissions to  
build overseas demand for all six classes of U.S. wheat.

VISIt www.uswheat.org/success to reAd more. 
And don’t forget your passport.

Bon voyage, wheat.

© 2011 U.S. Wheat Associates. All rights reserved.
The U.S. Wheat Associates logo is a registered service mark of U.S. Wheat Associates. PA-AD0811-A

1106323_PA-AD0811-A_NW_7x5_4C_r5.indd   1 9/2/11   10:35 AM

No Action on Permanent Trade Relations with Russia
Approving permanent normal trade relations (PNTR) with 
Russia was added to the long list of things Congress declined 
to do before leaving for fall campaigning. 

Russia officially joined the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
in August, ending a negotiation process first started in 1993.

However, the United States has yet to grant the country PNTR 
status, which the WTO mandates all countries do for other 
members. This means U.S. exporters will not have access to 
the full benefits of the country’s membership.

Russia has been granted normal trading relations status by 
the U.S. on an annual basis since the early 1990s. Committees 
in both the House and Senate have approved measures to 
grant PNTR to Russia and Moldova but action has yet to 
happen in either full chamber largely for political reasons. 

On Wednesday, U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk urged 
Congress to take up PNTR upon their return in November for 
a lame-duck session. 

Russia’s WTO accession will provide the U.S. and other 
WTO members improved trade access to that market and 
stronger mechanisms to enforce the country’s commitments 
to domestic supports, export subsidies and state trading 
enterprise disciplines.

While some U.S. agricultural sectors will gain new exports 
from Russia’s accession to the WTO, Russia does not import 
U.S. wheat, so the country’’s membership will benefit U.S. 
wheat producers primarily by providing new checks on 
Russian export and domestic support policies. 
 
Both NAWG and U.S. Wheat Associates, the industry’s export 
market development organization, support PNTR for Russia.

The Senate Finance Committee reports that U.S. exports to 
Russia currently total $9 billion per year and are expected 
to double in five years with PNTR established. Russia is the 
world’s seventh-largest economy. 
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR  

W I T H

For more than a century, BnSF 
has been working with farmers to deliver your grain to the world. 

And to help you feed the world, we have added capacity to our 

fleet and have used new tools that let us communicate more closely 

with you so we could serve you even better. BNSF has been proud

to work with farmers for more than 150 harvests. We look forward 

to a partnership that keeps on growing stronger in the years ahead.

PA RT N E R S H I P

NEbRASkA WHEAT PRODUcERS

Mignon Lambley
BNSF Ombudsman
817-867-6705

Healthy Feral Cats Need New 
Outdoor Homes

Husker Cats (http://huskercats.org/), a volunteer 
group that operates a Trap/Neuter/Release program 
and cares for feral cats at UNL, needs outdoor farm 
or acreage homes for feral cats. These cats will be 
relocated from Innovation Campus (the former State 
Fair Grounds). Renovations will soon begin there, 
displacing the feral cats that have sheltered in the 
old buildings.
 
All relocated cats will be spayed/neutered and 
vaccinated before going to their new outdoor homes. 
Adopters must provide food, water, and shelter for 
the cats. The cats will need to be confined for 2-3 
weeks adjustment period. Relocation guidance will 
be provided. If you can help, please contact Husker 
Cats at plarsen1@unl.edu.
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800-851-9618 • conagramills.com
©ConAgra Foods Inc. All Rights Reserved.

• We have three flour mills: two in Omaha  
and one in Fremont

• We buy 90% of our wheat via truck, most  
of it coming from farms in Western Nebraska

We strive to be your preferred wheat buyer

ConAgra Mills proudly  
supports Nebraska wheat

From the field,
to the mill,

to the bakery.

SAVE the DATE
November 28, 8:30 a.m.
NWGA Annual meeting

Hampton Inn, Sidney, NE

Agenda Items Include
Officer election

Financial review
NWGA resolutions

NWGA by-laws
NWGA strategic plan

NAWG update
US Wheat Associates update

NWGA Member of the Year award
NWGA Person of the Year

Lunch provided
RSVP by Nov. 16

newheatgrowers@gmail.com
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This suggests that sawfly populations may be rapidly 
expanding. The good news is that through our survey 
we also found two, sawfly-attacking parasitoid wasps 
(Fig. 1b and c) present as well; however, they were 
only detected in Banner and Scotts Bluff Counties. 

Management options

So far, chemical treatments have not been effective 
to control the wheat stem sawfly. Chemical control 
has been ineffective chiefly for two reasons; 1. the 
extended emergence time of the adults makes 
timing the peak population difficult and 2. The 
eggs and larvae of the sawfly are protected within 
the wheat stem which prevents the chemical from 
reaching the insect. Recommendations have been 
suggested to plant a boarder of hard-stemmed wheat 
to act as a trap crop. The wheat stem sawfly usually 
cannot complete its development in hard-stemmed 
grasses. However, this could pose some production 
challenges, for example, there are no Clearfield 
wheat varieties with the hard-stem trait. Efforts are 
underway to secure support for the development of 
management strategies as well as resistant winter 
wheat varieties to combat the wheat stem sawfly. 

The map below (Fig. 3) indicates current distribution 
and damage potential of the wheat stem sawfly.
 

Fig. 1a - Image of the wheat stem sawfly (A) Cephus cinctus 
and two of its parasitoids (B) Bracon lissogaster, and (C) 
Bracon cephi 

 Fig. 2 - Wheat lodging caused by the wheat stem sawfly.
 Fig. 3
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Every year you invest in seed, fuel, fertilizer, machinery and other inputs required to produce wheat. How much do you invest 
in equitable farm programs, international marketing and environmental issues that dictate how you run your farm? 

Membership in the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association should be a part of your general operation cost, just like seed, 
fertilizer and fuel. Membership is really a type of insurance to help protect and improve the price you are paid for the quality 
wheat you produce. Membership dues are a tax deductible investment in your industry. 

Membership Fees 
 

Grower/Producer/Landlord 
 $75.00 annually 
$375.00     5 years 

(receive premium choice) 
$1500.00 Lifetime 

(receive two premiums) 
Associate Member     $100.00 annually 

Elevator     $100.00 annually 
College Student     $25.00 annually 

 
Make checks payable to: 

 
Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 

 
Please mail this form and your payment to: 

 
PO Box 95063 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

 
Thank YOU for your support! 

 
 

Name of Farm or Operation: 

______________________________________________ 

Name of Main Contact: 

______________________________________________ 

Additional Name(s) on Membership: 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _______________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Cell Phone:  ____________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

County: _______________________________________ 

Referred by: ____________________________________ 

Thank you for your commitment to the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association! NWGA frequently needs help from its members 
to influence issues. Sometimes that help is a simple letter or phone call to a legislator; sometime it involves representing 
NWGA at a meeting, simply sharing your opinion on an issue, help with an NWGA committee or meeting consumers when 
helping in the Mobile Baking Lab. 

Please check below the issue area (s) you would be interested in assisting NWGA in its mission of enhancing profitability for 
grain producers. Thank you! 

___ State Affairs                             ___ International Policy                      ___ Membership             ____ Educational Events 

___ Research/Value Added        ___ Environmental Policy                    ___ Baking Lab Events 

___ Domestic Policy (Transportation/Basis/Federal Farm Policy/Risk Management/Taxes)  



Newswheat Nebraska Wheat Growers Association
PO Box 95063
Lincoln, NE 68509
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NAWG Update — Farmers from around the country put on 
business suits and headed to the Capitol lawn Wednesday 
morning (Sept. 12), united with nutrition, energy and 
conservation advocates in a clear message:  pass a farm bill, 
now.

The hundreds-strong rally was supported by more than 90 
groups and a dozen Members of Congress.

House Agriculture Committee Ranking Member Collin 
Peterson (D-Minn.); Senate Agriculture Committee 
Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.); Sen. Jerry Moran 
(R-Kan.); and rep. Kristi Noem (R-S.D.) addressed the crowd, 
urging phone calls to House Members and movement on 
the part of House Leadership.

Ten farm leaders also spoke, including NAWG First Vice 
President Bing Von Bergen, who farms wheat and barley in 
Montana, as well as representatives of 25x25, the Alliance 
to End Hunger, the American Farm Bureau Federation, 
American Farmland Trust, the national Association of 
Conservation Districts, the National Consumers League and 
trade associations for producers of soybeans, corn, milk and 
fresh fruits and vegetables.

Von Bergen spoke on trade policies, which are vital to the 
wheat industry.

“Each year, we export about half of the total wheat crop 
produced in this country. Eighty percent of wheat from my 
home state goes overseas,” he said. “To me, trade means 

money in farmers’ pockets, growth in our economy and 
doing my part to feed hungry people around the world.”

Other advocate representatives spoke on the importance of 
farm bill policies to providing growers a safety net, feeding 
hungry Americans and conserving U.S. lands, as well as the 
certainty a long-term farm bill provides to the ag sector, 
which supports 1 in 12 American jobs.
The rally is part of the larger Farm Bill Now effort launched 
in August at www.farmbillnow.com. The call to action there 
now has nearly 90 signatory groups, with an additional 1570 
individuals signing a petition to support for the statement. 

Quick approval of a new farm bill is essential to farmers and 
the larger economy. Wheat farmers are already planting 
next year’s crop without a clear understanding of how farm 
policy will affect their businesses when harvest arrives. 

Ten farmers from NAWG state associations in Washington, 
Montana and Idaho traveled to D.C. to attend the rally and 
farm bill-related Hill visits.

“We were happy to be able to come out to D.C. this week to 
inject a little bit of reality into the political debate around 
the farm bill,” said Joe Anderson, a wheat and dry bean 
farmer from Genesee, Idaho, and the president of the Idaho 
Grain Producers Association. “We’ve been home doing our 
jobs, and we expect Congress to do theirs.”

For more about the rally and Farm Bill Now effort, visit www.
farmbillnow.com or contact the NWGA office in Lincoln at 
(402) 471-2358. 
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Continued Farm Bill Now Update
...continued from page 3


