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In this issue...
Thank you for your continued positive 
response to Newswheat – a quarterly 
newsletter for and about the Nebraska 
wheat producer. As  a current member of 
the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 
(NWGA) you are receiving this issue, and all 
current members will continue to receive 
upcoming issues. A membership renewal 
form can be found on our website.

If you would prefer to receive an 
electronic copy of this newsletter, please 
send an e-mail with your request to 
newheatgrowers@gmail.com.  Topic 
suggestions and comments are also 
welcome.

In this edition you will find articles 
relating to the association including 
the Governor’s Ag Conference, LB905, 
Washington DC visits, and issues affecting 
agriculture in Nebraska 

Calls to action and items regarding federal 
budget cuts and Farm Bill discussions 
have been sent directly to members  
who have submitted e-mail addresses.   
These updates allow members to take 
timely action by contacting state and/or 
national elected officials. Make sure you 
have shared your e-mail address with us 
so you can be included in these updates.

       

You can also follow NWGA activities on 
Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/
NebraskaWheat) and Twitter (http://
www.twitter.com/#!/NebraskaWheat) 
which you can connect to via the 
Nebraska Wheat website at http://www.
nebraskawheat.com. 

Increasing temperatures have 
wheat across the state starting 

to green up and will soon break 
dormancy. However, moisture 
levels remain a concern for 
producers around the state. 

With the warm winter and 
limited precipitation, most 

areas of the state will need good 
moisture this spring for the 
wheat to grow adequately.

Winds have also been an 
issue in some areas of the 

state. Ground movement in areas 
of late planted wheat has been 
reported. However, ground with 
stands that were established 
going into dormancy seems 
to have held well in areas with 

excessive wind. 

According to the February 24, 
2012 USDA report, wheat 

conditions statewide rated 1 
percent very poor, 5 percent 
poor, 29 percent fair, 59 percent 
good and 6 percent excellent. 
This puts the crop well above last 
years rating of 40 percent good 
to excellent. 

Producers interested in 
receiving weekly crop reports 

can request to be added to the 
list by contacting wheat.intern@
nebraska.gov. 

Wheat Crop Status
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How to calculate LB905’s changes
LB905 would change the wheat checkoff from $0.0125 per 
bushel to 0.4% of the market value. More on the bill  and why 
the changes are being requested can be found on page 3 of the 
newsletter. Below is an easy guide to calculating the proposed 
checkoff rate. 

     0.004 x price of wheat = new checkoff

So if wheat were $6.00 per bushel, the rate would be $0.024.

0.004 x $6.00/bu = $0.024/bu
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NWGA sent four directors to attend Commodity Classic in Nashville,TN which was also the site for the National Association of 
Wheat Growers’ annual meeting. NAWG’s policy committees met for their final time before the busy spring farming season 
begins. Nebraska directors participated, covering domestic and trade policy, environmental issues and research priorities. A 
record crowd of 6,014 attended the event.    

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack was one of the highlighted speakers. He discussed the importance of an adequate 
crop insurance program and creating a greater understanding in government of the impact of world regulations to farming 
operations. Environmental Protection Agency counselor Larry Elworth gave a presentation at a learning center session 
sponsored by the NAWG Foundation. For more on that visit http://www.wheatworld.org/audio.

Also, LB905 is a new and important issue for our state. It adjusts the wheat check-off and changes some issues regarding NWB’s research 
contracting ability. I encourage you to call the Senators in your area and ask for their support. It is important that we as wheat producers 
continue to enable NWB to invest in our wheat industry.          
                            Dayton Christensen

The CEO of Syngenta AG recently announced that his company was not actively developing biotech wheat because there 
was strong consumer resistance. While there are several other companies that are continuing to work on biotech wheat, 
it seems very evident to me that a major effort will be needed to educate potential consumers before biotech wheat 
becomes available. There is widespread concern in Japan, Europe and the United States. Biotech crops are commonly 
referred to as “Frankenfoods.” 

I encourage you to contact me with questions or concerns you have regarding biotechnology and agriculture, as well as 
any other wheat industry issues.       
             
                   Michael Thomas

Now serving as past president, I have finished my last NAWG meeting serving on the domestic policy committee. My past 
years serving on the NAWG board have been enjoyable. 

We continue to try and shape a 2012 farm bill that is favorable to wheat producers while meeting budget cuts. There are 
many variables, and no one program fits all. But it is clear that all commodities want to make crop insurance the number 
one priority. IF you have any comments or concerns on the farm bill or any other legislative issues, contact your grower’s 
office or Michael Thomas, as he is taking my place on the domestic policy committee and will do so without missing a 
beat.                         
                    Shawn Sullivan

Hello to my fellow wheat growers. The wheat in the Panhandle is just now starting to come out of dormancy. Considering 
the amount of wind we had, it looks alright. One thing about living in Nebraska, we have plenty of fresh air. 

I’m somewhat disappointed in the wheat price lately. It looked like we had somewhat of a rally going for a couple weeks but 
then the price dropped. Basis levels in my opinion are still too high considering the drop off in price. Basis in the Panhandle 
are still $.80-$.85 under the KCBOT. 

I also would like to thank Bayer CropScience for their investment in the wheat industry in Nebraska. They’re doing research 
and coming out with products that will benefit all of us Nebraska Growers. I wish you all a prosperous and good growing 
season. 

                                Mark Daum

I hope this report greets you with favorable weather. The wheat in our area seems to be hanging in there. We have received 
.57” of moisture in our area and others nearby report nearly 1” for the year to date. Each day lately seems to bring wind and the 
temperatures are above normal, drying things up quickly. I guess we’re sure to get moisture, but not sure when.

I recently had the pleasure of attending the Commodity Classic in Nashville, TN. It was a busy time attending numerous 
meetings and educational sessions. One observation was the enthusiasm by many of the attendees; good prices coupled 
favorable yields made spirits high. The 2012 Farm Bill, or the lack of one to be exact was discussed by all commodity groups. It 
seemed all groups were in agreement that this bill needed to be a priority and not extended; affordable crop insurance should 
be a key component of this bill.

There seems to be a lot interest in wheat breeding through the private sector lately. I think this can only be positive for the industry. In addition, 
several chemical companies announced they were releasing new products that will be labeled in the near future. Seed treatments with added 
benefits, fall applied herbicides, and a growth regulator that claims to increase straw strength were mentioned; perhaps some of these new 
chemistries may have a place on your farm. Speaking of your farm, there was discussion about the EPA SPCC regulations dealing with oil and fuel 
storage and their containment. If you have not taken steps to comply with these regulations, I encourage you to analyze your operation and see 
what steps could be taken to do so.

I hope your crop progresses nicely into the spring and wish you the best of luck. I encourage you to contact me at randonpeters@gmail.com for any 
comments or concerns regarding the wheat industry and agriculture as a whole. 
                         Randon Peters



NWGA promotes checkoff 
legislation in LB905
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Three Nebraska senators introduced a bill that would change provisions in the Nebraska Wheat Board statute 
and the Nebraska wheat checkoff. LB905, introduced by Sen. Tom Carlson (Dist. 38), Sen. Tyson Larson (Dist. 
40), and Ken Schilz (Dist. 47) on behalf of NWGA would make three key changes to the NWB statute:
• Adjust the check-off rate from $0.0125 per bushel to 0.4% of the market value
• Allow NWB to accept research royalties
• Allow NWB to hold multi-year contracts

These changes were deemed necessary for NWB to continue its mission of supporting the state’s wheat 
industry and keeping wheat as a viable commodity. The following are some of the reasons the proposed 
changes in LB905 were requested as well as how the increased check-off revenue would be used.

Why the changes?
Nebraska currently has the second lowest check-off 
in the nation and the lowest of any state producing 
more than 50 million bushels annually. Because 
the check-off is assessed on a per bushel basis, 
the decrease in acreage over the last 10 years has 
dramatically impacted the funding available to NWB. 
To date, budget cuts and decreased numbers of 
contracts signed have been used to address budget 
shortfalls. 

The checkoff hasn’t changed since 1989. However, 
costs of areas NWB invests in have risen significantly, 
especially in the last 5 years. Research costs, dues to 
national organizations and general operating costs 
have all increased. The graph to the right shows the 
effect of a reduced budget on research contracts for 
fiscal year 2011-2012. 

Where will the checkoff go?
NWB invests the checkoff in five key areas:  research, 
international marketing, domestic marketing, 
education and promotion, and federal policy. The 
graph to the right indicates the proportion of funding, 
outside administrative costs, that is invested in each 
area. 

Funds will continue to be invested in the above 
mentioned areas at the rates shown. The following is 
a breakdown of key focus areas within each category 
that checkoff dollars could be invested in. 
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continued on page 4



LB905 continued
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Research
NWB will focus on both biotechnology and traditional breeding as means of developing new varieties 
of wheat. A large portion of this research is and will continue to be conducted by UNL. Variety traits will 
focus on both agronomic and end-use qualities. Agronomic traits may include:  yield increase, disease and 
pest resistance, winter-hardiness, drought resistance and increased nitrogen use efficiency. End-use traits 
may include:  improved protein levels, high falling number, gluten strength and good baking and milling 
characteristics.

International Marketing
As more than 50 percent of Nebraska’s wheat is exported internationally, supporting this investment area is 
important to NWB. NWB will continue to finance US Wheat Associates, an organization built of off check-off 
dollars from 18 state organizations, leveraged with Foreign Market Development and Market Access Program 
funds, with the purpose of building and maintaining relationships with international markets. Programs with 
USW include sending trade teams to Nebraska and sending Nebraska representatives overseas to visit with 
wheat leaders in other countries. 

NWB also supports the Wheat Marketing Center in Portland, Oregon. WMC was originally started with support 
from NWB and continues its mission of helping wheat producers by conducting objective evaluations on all 
wheat classes, hosting seminars to educate producers on the importance of wheat quality, and training and 
educating international bakers and millers on quality characteristics and the potential of US wheat in their 
products.

Domestic Marketing
With limited funds and staff, NWB contracts with other organizations to conduct communications in domestic 
markets about the dangers of gluten-free fad diets, Celiac Disease and whole grain nutrition.  NWB will 
continue to work with these programs as they have the means and expertise in the needed areas. Previous 
organizations contracted with include: Wheat Foods Council, Whole Grains Council, Grain Foods Foundation 
and the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association.

Publicity and Education
With the increasing divide between consumers and the farm, NWB will continue to work to educate the 
public both about wheat and agriculture in general. NWB supports organizations for youth like 4-H, FFA and 
the Nebraska Ag Youth Institute. NWB also supports adult organizations like the Nebraska LEAD program. In 
addition, NWB publishes multiple educational booklets and participates in trade shows.

Federal Policy
By statute, NWB cannot invest more than 25 percent of the budget in federal policy. However, NWB’s strategic 
plan recommends staying at or below 10 percent. These funds go to support NWGA’s participation in national 
meetings, NWGA’s dues to the national organization NAWG and contracting with Whiteside & Associates to 
monitor rail transportation issues regarding the agriculture industry. 

How can you help?
NWGA needs help getting this passed. NWB has worked diligently to support and advance the wheat industry 
in Nebraska and it’s our turn to give back to them. You can make a difference by calling your senator and 
asking them to support LB905. A list of senators representing Nebraska’s districts is provided. 



How to contact your senator
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Senator          District   Capitol Phone           E-mail                                             Room City
Adams, Greg  24 402-471-2756  gadams@leg.ne.gov  1107 York
Ashford, Brad  20 402-471-2622  bashford@leg.ne.gov  1103 Omaha
Avery, Bill  38 402-471-2633  bavery@leg.ne.gov  1114 Lincoln
Bloomfield, Dave 17 402-471-2716  dbloomfield@leg.ne.gov 1117 Lincoln
Brasch, Lydia  16 402-471-2728  lbrasch@leg.ne.gov  1529 Bancroft
Campbell, Kathy 25 402-471-2731  lkcampbell@leg.ne.gov  1402 Lincoln
Carlson, Tom  38 402-471-2732  tcarlson@leg.ne.gov  1022 Holdrege
Christensen, Mark 44 402-471-2805  mchristensen@leg.ne.gov 1000 Imperial
Coash, Colby  27 402-471-2632  ccoash@leg.ne.gov  2028 Lincoln
Conrad, Danielle 46 402-471-2720  dconrad@leg.ne.gov  1008 Lincoln
Cook, Tanya  13 402-471-2727  tcook@leg.ne.gov  1208 Omaha
Cornett, Abbie  45 402-471-2615  acornett@leg.ne.gov  1116 Bellevue
Council, Brenda  11 402-471-2612  bcouncil@leg.ne.gov  1120 Omaha
Dubas, Annette  34 402-471-2630  adubas@leg.ne.gov  1018 Fullerton
Fischer, Deb  43 402-471-2628  dfischer@leg.ne.gov  1110 Valentine
Flood, Mike  19 402-471-2929  mflood@leg.ne.gov  2103 Norfolk
Fulton, Tony  29 402-471-2734  tfulton@leg.ne.gov  2107 Lincoln
Gloor, Mike  35 402-471-2617  mgloor@leg.ne.gov  2015 Grand Island
Haar, Ken  21 402-471-2673  khaar@leg.ne.gov  1017 Malcolm
Hadley, Galen  37 402-471-2726  ghadley@leg.ne.gov  2104 Kearney
Hansen, Tom  42 402-471-2729  thansen@leg.ne.gov  1012 North Platte
Harms, John  48 402-471-2802  jharms@leg.ne.gov  2011 Scottsbluff
Harr, Burke  8 402-471-2722  bharr@leg.ne.gov  1115 Omaha
Heidemann, Lavon 1 402-471-2733  lheidemann@leg.ne.gov 1004 Elk Creek
Howard, Gwen  9 402-471-2723  ghoward@leg.ne.gov  1124 Omaha
Janssen, Charlie 15 402-471-2625  cjanssen@leg.ne.gov  1403 Fremont
Karpisek, Russ  32 042-471-2711  rkarpisek@leg.ne.gov  1015 Wilber
Krist, Bob  10 402-471-2718  bkrist@leg.ne.gov  1117 Omaha
Lambert, Paul  2 402-471-2613  plambert@leg.ne.gov  1522 Plattsmouth
Langemeier, Chris 23 402-471-2719  clangemeier@leg.ne.go v 1210 Schuyler
Larson, Tyson  40 402-471-2801  tlarson@leg.ne.gov  1019 O’Neill
Lathrop, Steve  12 402-471-2623  slathrop@leg.ne.gov  2000 Omaha
Lautenbaugh, Scott 18 402-471-2618  slautenbaugh@leg.ne.gov 1021 Omaha
Louden, Leroy  49 402-471-2725  llouden@leg.ne.gov  1016 Ellsworth
McCoy, Beau  39 402-471-2885  bmccoy@leg.ne.gov  1404 Omaha
McGill, Amanda 26 402-471-2610  amcgill@leg.ne.gov  1212 Lincoln
Mello, Heath  5 402-471-2710  hmello@leg.ne.gov  1206 Omaha
Nelson, John  6 402-471-2108  jnelson@leg.ne.gov  2108 Omaha
Nordquist, Jeremy 7 402-471-2721  jnordquist@leg.ne.gov  2004 Omaha
Pahls, Rich  31 402-471-2327  rpahls@leg.ne.gov  1401 Omaha
Pirsch, Pete  4 402-471-2621  ppirsch@leg.ne.gov  1101 Omaha
Price, Scott  3 402-471-2627  sprice@leg.ne.gov  1528 Bellevue
Schilz, Ken  47 402-471-2616  kschilz@leg.ne.gov  1202 Ogallala
Schumacher, Paul 22 402-471-2715  pschumacher@leg.ne.gov 1019 Columbus
Seiler, Les  33 402-471-2712  lseiler@leg.ne.gov  1523 Hastings
Smith, Jim  14 402-471-2730  jsmith@leg.ne.gov  1115 Papillion
Sullivan, Kate  41 402-471-2631  ksullivan@leg.ne.gov  1118 Cedar Rapids
Wallman, Norm  30 402-471-2620  nwallmn@leg.ne.gov  1406 Cortland
Wightman, John 36 402-471-2642  jwightman@leg.ne.gov  2010 Lexington



Where to go with wheat strawIn memory of Ray Davis
Although harvest is still several months away, here are a couple 
options for producers looking for a place to market wheat 
straw. 

Agri-Fibers Inc.
Agri-Fibers Inc. is an agricultural biomass technology company 
based out of Cheyenne, Wyoming. The company plans to open 
a new processing facility in the Swan Ranch Industrial Park in 
Cheyenne in October 2012. It will source its wheat straw from 
southeastern Wyoming and western Nebraska farmers. 

Agri Fibers Inc. processes and performs technology 
development utilizing various agricultural biomasses like 
wheat straw, kenaf, bagasse, rice hauls, flax, switch grass, corn 
and milo stalks, industrial hemp and others.  Applications 
include, but are not limited to, particle board and MDF, 
concrete fillers, paper and cardboard fillers, composite lumber, 
bio-energy projects like “green coal”, power plant emission 
reduction and more.

Producers interested in more information can visit the website 
www.agri-fibers.com.

Agri-Fibers Inc.
1623 Central Ave.
Cheyenne, WY 82001
Ph. 307-432-4073

Nebraska Mushroom 
Nebraska Mushroom based out of Grand Island is dedicated 
to providing fresh, locally-grown mushrooms including:  King 
Oyster, Pink Oyster, Shiitake, Maitake and Agaricus Blazei. The 
company is interested in sourcing wheat straw by the ton. 

Producers interested in more information can contact Nebraska 
Mushroom at 308-384-1430.

Mark your calendars!

NWGA Annual Golf Tournament
June 14, 2012

10 a.m
Hillside Golf Course Sidney, NE
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WE ARE VERY PROUD OF OUR  

W I T H

For more than a century, BnSF 
has been working with farmers to deliver your grain to the world. 

And to help you feed the world, we have added capacity to our 

fleet and have used new tools that let us communicate more closely 

with you so we could serve you even better. BNSF has been proud

to work with farmers for more than 150 harvests. We look forward 

to a partnership that keeps on growing stronger in the years ahead.

PA RT N E R S H I P

NEbRASkA WHEAT PRODUcERS

Mignon Lambley
BNSF Ombudsman
817-867-6705

The Nebraska wheat industry recently lost one of its former 
leaders. Raymond Lorenzo Davis, 89, of Potter passed February 
21, 2012. 

Ray was born in Clayton, New York on October 14, 1922. After 
finishing high school he enlisted in the Army Air Corps. He served 
in North Africa, Sicily, Italy and Corsica before being honorably 
discharged in 1945. 

After his discharge, Ray and his wife Dorothy moved to Potter 
where he took over farming for Dorothy’s father with his 
brother-in-law. He became very active in the Nebraska Wheat 
Growers Association. Ray served as NWGA president for three 
years, served 10 years on the Nebraska Wheat Board and was 
president of the National Association of Wheat Growers from 
1973 to 1974. 

While serving Nebraska’s wheat industry on various 
organizations, Ray traveled to South America, Europe, North 
Africa, Australia and New Zealand. He met President Kennedy 
and President Johnson. In addition, he and his wife hosted trade 
teams from Japan, Spain and France and offered a summer 
internship for young farmers from France. 

Ray was an important member of the Nebraska wheat 
community. He will be missed. 



March is annual Bake and Take month. For more than 
40 years, wheat organizations around the country have 
promoted the event where participants are encouraged 
to bake a wheat food and share it with someone else:  
a family member, friend, neighbor or shut-in. Often 
4-H programs and communities will use the event as a 
community service project.

NWGA participated in the event with the Nebraska Wheat 
Board (NWB). Together the two organizations delivered 
250 fresh cinnamon rolls to the Unicameral, state 
government leaders and members of the agriculture 
community in Lincoln. The rolls were delivered on March 
7 to celebrate both Bake and Take and National Ag Week. 

In addition, more than 25 organizations and groups 
of people requested more than 1,500 brochures and 
stickers to participate in Bake and Take in their respective 
areas. 

For those interested in the recipes used this year, copies 
can be found on our website or by contacting the office 
at 402-471-2358. 

NWGA celebrates Bake and Take

2401 West 20th Street 525 Parkland Drive 1000 East Valley Road 
Scottsbluff, NE Sidney, NE Torrington, WY 
308-635-3727 308-254-2270 307-532-2755 
888-322-7344 888-227-3440 888-922-7344 

Visit our website at www.horizonwestinc.com 

HorizonWest Inc. 
Where The Customer Is #1! 

 

The Nebraska Wheat Growers Association traveled 
to Washington DC January 26 - 29. While there, 
members attended meetings for the National 
Association of Wheat Growers and visited with  
all five congressmen on issues important to the 
Nebraska wheat industry.

Issues members visited with representatives about 
included the upcoming Farm Bill, implementing the 
Free Trade Agreements, EPA issues, research support 
including FMD and MAP funding, conservation and 
the CRP program and ethanol. 

NWGA president Dayton Christensen and past-
president Shawn Sullivan also visited with a 
representative from EPA to express concerns about 
over-regulation.

Word from Washington DC

New pocket-guide resource 
for producers

NWB intern Cody Felber recently 
finished developing the “Wheat 
Production Handbook.” The spiral-
bound book should fit in a large shirt 
pocket or back jeans pocket and covers 
a variety of topics important to wheat 
producers including:
• Wheat growth stages
• Certified Seed requirements
• Weed Free Forage Certification
• Calculations and conversions 

guide 
• Wheat yield estimation formulas
• Wheat grade requirements
• Grain and Head disease descriptions and images
• Leaf disease descriptions and images
• Stem and root disease descriptions and images
• Insect descriptions and images with management tips
• Blank field history template pages
• Pages for notes
• Contact guide for NWB, NWGA, NCIA, FGIS, Husker 

Genetics, Panhandle Research and Extension and UNL 
Agronomy Department. 

All photos are full-color. The book is on a heavy gloss paper 
to increase durability. The book will be available at all trade 
shows where NWB is participating, including the 2012 State 
Fair and Husker Harvest Days. Producers wanting a copy 
before then may request one by contacting the NWB office at 
402-471-2358 or wheat.board@nebraska.gov.

46

NEBRASKA WHEAT BOARD

Wheat 
Production Handbook
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LightSquared broadband plans blocked due to GPS concerns
NAWG Update - A Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
spokeswoman said that the agency would not allow LightSquared to 
proceed with plans to build a broadband network using technology 
that could interfere with existing GPS systems.

In a statement, the FCC said the federal agencies charged with 
coordinating spectrum uses have “concluded that there is no practical 
way to mitigate potential interference at this time. Consequently, the 
Commission will not lift the prohibition on LightSquared.”

LightSquared has applied for a spectrum use waiver from the FCC 
to allow it to deploy technology to dramatically expand broadband 
access, including in rural areas.

Extensive testing showed, however, that the technology would also 
cause significant, and evidently unmitigatable, interference with 
GPS systems, which are essential parts of the modern agricultural, 
construction and aviation industries. GPS systems are also used by 
millions of Americans in their cars, on their mobile phones and for other 
reasons. 
In January, a federal interagency committee unanimously determined 
that proposed fixes to the interference problems did not work, using 

similar language to say there “appear to be no practical solutions or 
mitigations” to GPS interference.

Farm groups and farm-state legislators have been heavily engaged 
on this issue over the past year because tests showed LightSquared’s 
technology would have disabled most of the estimated 500,000 
precision receivers used in farm applications to save money, reduce 
environmental impact and improve on-farm safety. 

NAWG and other groups have stood firm in the opinion that a workable 
fix was required before the FCC allowed LightSquared to move forward, 
and that the cost of any modifications required to existing systems be 
borne by the company, not the GPS user.

LightSquared’s options to proceed with its plans are limited to pursuing 
other areas of the spectrum or taking the issue to court. The Wall 
Street Journal reported the company may be interested in a spectrum 
swap with the Defense Department, though no parties to such an 
exchange were willing to comment. The full statement from the FCC 
is at http://www.fcc.gov/document/spokesperson-statement-ntia-
letter-lightsquared-and-gps/. Letters sent by NAWG on this matter are 
available at http://www.wheatworld.org/issues/othercorrespondence/.
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Senate Ag Committe set to review Farm Safety Net Programs
NAWG Update — The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 
Committee will delve into what is expected to be the most 
challenging section of the farm bill reauthorization process next 
week at a hearing examining farm safety net programs. 

The Wednesday hearing will be the fourth in a series started last 
month to examine the 2008 Farm Bill, which must be reauthorized 
or extended before it expires on Sept. 30.

The Committee has previously met to examine rural development 
and conservation programs. This Wednesday, the committee met to 
review nutrition programs and efforts to promote and create new 
markets for locally-grown foods. 

Witnesses at the hearing included Secretary of Agriculture Tom 
Vilsack, a farmer, a food bank executive and the head of local 
sourcing for Walmart Stores in addition to representatives of local 
food sources and markets.

Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) said local 
purchasing can be a boon for regional and state governments, 
noting that if each Michigan family spent $10 on local food, $40 
million would go to local jobs. Stabenow also said projects like 
farmers markets and food hubs help support young and beginning 
farmers. 

Committee Ranking Member Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) cautioned that 
locally-grown and purchased food isn’t inherently “better, safer 
or more ‘environmentally sustainable’” than other food, saying, 
“sometimes purchasing a tomato grown in Southeast Kansas at a 
local farmers market on a hot summer day makes the most sense 
and sometimes purchasing a tomato grown in Florida at the local 
grocery store during the cold winter months makes the most sense.”

He also urged oversight of the SNAP program, previously known 

as food stamps, which accounts for upward of $70 billion in annual 
federal spending, including perhaps as  much as $3.4 billion in 
improper spending.
 
On the other side of Capitol Hill, the House Agriculture Committee 
met Wednesday to adopt a budget views and estimates letter to be 
sent to House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-Wis.).

The letter outlined what the Committee views as appropriate budget 
levels for the FY 2013 cycle, as well as Members’ commentary about 
the budget challenges facing the nation and agricultural policies.

The letter noted that the Committee’s “main focus” will be 
reauthorization of the 2008 Farm Bill. It repeatedly referenced the 
bicameral agricultural proposal to last fall’s failed super committee, 
which offered cuts of $23 billion from the agriculture baseline 
though mandatory programs would only suffer an estimated $15 
billion reduction under sequestration.

At the meeting this week, House Ag Chairman Frank Lucas (R-Okla.) 
noted that the super committee’s failure means ag leaders are 
“starting again at square one,” though with lessons learned, while 
Ranking Member Collin Peterson (D-Minn.) reiterated that the 
Agriculture Committees were the only panels to actually offer a 
reduction proposal. 

In his comments, Lucas also emphasized consensus around the 
importance of crop insurance to the farm safety net and the need 
to streamline conservation programs to make them more efficient 
and easy-to-use.

The House Ag Committee will begin a series of farm bill field 
hearings. For more details on that, visit the Hearings section at 
http:/agriculture.house.gov/. 
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Wheat producers visit the Wheat Marketing Center in Portland
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Fourteen producers and wheat industry representatives 
visited participated in the Wheat Export and Marketing 
Tour in Portland, Oregon January 9 - 12. The tour is hosted 
annually by the Nebraska Wheat Board and brings wheat 
producers, elevator operators and other industry leaders 
together to participate in a workshop detailing where 
wheat in the state goes after harvest.

This year’s participants included P. Stephen Baenziger, UNL 
wheat breeder; Caroline Brauer, NWB staff; Chris Flaming, 
producer, Elsie; Larry Flohr, producer and NWB chairman, 
Chappell; Nick Hanson, producer, Elsie; Jim Hutchinson, 
Farmers Coop, Hemingford; Brian Jelineck, producer, 
Alliance; Jennifer Latzke, High Plains Journal, Dodge City, KS; 
Janet Lewis, Bayer CropScience wheat breeder Lincoln; Neal 
McInturf, Ag Valley Coop, Oxford; Mark Nelson, producer, 
Chappell; Ryan Peters, producer, McCook; Bob Storant, 
Finance and Personnel Head, Nebraska Department of 
Agriculture; and Kody Stricker, producer, Alliance.

During the four-day event, participants toured the 
Wheat Marketing Center and viewed baking and testing 
demonstrations, toured the Port of Portland, visited with 
FGIS representatives while getting some hands-on practice 
with wheat grading, toured Pasco Frozen Dough factory, 
and enjoyed and hand-stretched noodle demonstration as 
part of a 13-course Chinese dinner. 

The next workshop will be held in January 2013. Those 
interested in participating may submit their name and 
contact information to the Nebraska Wheat Board at 402-
471-2358 or by e-mail at wheat.board@nebraska.gov.

P. Stephen Baenziger, Ryan Peters, Nick Hanson, Chris Flaming and Mark 
Nelson work together to grade a wheat sample at the FGIS office.  Photo by 
Caroline Brauer

Larry Flohr and Jim Hutchinson watch as Ryan Peters prepares to make 
his first tortilla.  Photo by Caroline Brauer

Wheat Marketing Center Director Dave Shelton, Bob Storant, Mark 
Nelson and Jim Hutchinson look watch as grain is loaded at a river export 
terminal early in the morning. Photo by Caroline Brauer

Kody Stricker, Janet Lewis and Brian Jelineck work on different parts of 
wheat grading at the FGIS office. Photo by Caroline Brauer
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Every year you invest in seed, fuel, fertilizer, machinery and other inputs required to produce wheat. How much do you invest 
in equitable farm programs, international marketing and environmental issues that dictate how you run your farm? 

Membership in the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association should be a part of your general operation cost, just like seed, 
fertilizer and fuel. Membership is really a type of insurance to help protect and improve the price you are paid for the quality 
wheat you produce. Membership dues are a tax deductible investment in your industry. 

Membership Fees 
 

Grower/Producer/Landlord 
 $75.00 annually 
$375.00     5 years 

(receive premium choice) 
$1500.00 Lifetime 

(receive two premiums) 
Associate Member     $100.00 annually 

Elevator     $100.00 annually 
College Student     $25.00 annually 

 
Make checks payable to: 

 
Nebraska Wheat Growers Association 

 
Please mail this form and your payment to: 

 
PO Box 95063 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

 
Thank YOU for your support! 

 
 

Name of Farm or Operation: 

______________________________________________ 

Name of Main Contact: 

______________________________________________ 

Additional Name(s) on Membership: 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  _______________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Cell Phone:  ____________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

County: _______________________________________ 

Referred by: ____________________________________ 

Thank you for your commitment to the Nebraska Wheat Growers Association! NWGA frequently needs help from its members 
to influence issues. Sometimes that help is a simple letter or phone call to a legislator; sometime it involves representing 
NWGA at a meeting, simply sharing your opinion on an issue, help with an NWGA committee or meeting consumers when 
helping in the Mobile Baking Lab. 

Please check below the issue area (s) you would be interested in assisting NWGA in its mission of enhancing profitability for 
grain producers. Thank you! 

___ State Affairs                             ___ International Policy                      ___ Membership             ____ Educational Events 

___ Research/Value Added        ___ Environmental Policy                    ___ Baking Lab Events 

___ Domestic Policy (Transportation/Basis/Federal Farm Policy/Risk Management/Taxes)  
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Membership Renewal Notice
It’s that time of year again, time to check the status of your NWGA membership. Membership 
in NWGA is an investment in your industry. By renewing your membership, you ensure you 
will continue receiving updates on news in the wheat industry, you help support NWGA’s 
efforts on encouraging legislation favorable to wheat producers and educating the public 
about agriculture, and you will continue receiving quarterly editions of Newswheat.

Varying levels of membership are available to meet the needs of your operation at this time. 
They include an annual rate, a 5-year membership or a lifetime membership. Also, should you 
purchase a 5-year membership, you will receive a premium gift of your choice. Purchase a 
lifetime membership and you’ll receive both gifts.

Interested in helping NWGA grow? Recruit your friends and neighbors in the wheat industry. 
Refer a member to our organization, and you’ll both receive gifts. Recruit one member and 
both you and the new member will receive a WD-40 pen. Recruit 5 members and receive an 
electric food cooler/warmer or portable car battery charger/air compressor kit.

If you have questions regarding membership, please feel free to contact us at 
newheatgrowers@gmail.com or by phone at (402) 471-2358. 


